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Formerly administered as part of the British Crown Colony of Mauritius, the British Indian Ocean Territory

(BIOT) was established as an overseas territory of the UK in 1965. A number of the islands of the territory

were later transferred to the Seychelles when it attained independence in 1976.

The wildlife and environment of the British Indian Ocean Territory are exceptional. The Territory has the

greatest marine biodiversity in the UK and its Overseas Territories, as well as some of the cleanest seas and

healthiest reef systems in the world which are protected by the largest no-take Marine Protected Area (MPA)

in the Indian Ocean.

The British Indian Ocean Territory (BIOT) is an Overseas Territory of the United Kingdom situated in the

Indian Ocean, halfway between Tanzania and Indonesia. The territory comprises the seven atolls of the

Chagos Archipelago with over 1,000 individual islands, many very small, amounting to a total land area of 60

square kilometres (23 square ...
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The British Indian Ocean Territory (BIOT) is an overseas dependent territory of the United Kingdom that was

established in 1965. The BIOT is comprised of six main island groups called the Chagos Archipelago.
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The Coat of Arms of the British Indian Ocean Territory was granted in 1990 on the 25th anniversary of the

territory''s establishment. The centrepiece of the arms, the shield, bears a palm tree and St. Edward''s Crown on

a base of three white wavy lines representing the ocean, a sun in splendour in the upper-left corner, and the

Union Flag in ...

OverviewHistoryGovernmentNaval Party 1002 and MV Grampian

FrontierGeographyDemographicsEconomySportsThe British Indian Ocean Territory (BIOT) is an Overseas

Territory of the United Kingdom situated in the Indian Ocean, halfway between Tanzania and Indonesia. The

territory comprises the seven atolls of the Chagos Archipelago with over 1,000 individual islands, many very

small, amounting to a total land area of 60 square kilometres (23 square miles). The largest and most southerly

island is 
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